In response to the New York Quarterly Meeting clerk's (Nancy Black's) request at the First Month
Quarterly Meeting 2012, for discerning the way forward for the Property Task Group, Morningside
Monthly Meeting brings forward the following for Quarterly Meeting's worshipful consideration:
Preamble:
All members and attenders of the New York Quarterly Meeting's Monthly Meetings share the
stewardship responsibilities in our spiritual and business relationship with Friends Seminary. Although
15th St. shares the physical space with the school, the scope of responsibility for right sharing and
proper care of these resources includes all Monthly Meetings and Friends within the Quarter. The
Quarter as a body must acknowledge and affirm this as we move forward.
The decisions to be made will shape the future of the Quarter for many years to come, affecting the
Quaker community of Friends as individuals, children, families and Monthly Meeting participants now
and into the ongoing future. The individual parents, teachers, students and administrators of the school
community bring a more specific and immediate focus on the school while they are part of that school
community. We recognize that the school is under the care of the Quarter and as such is, and will
continue to be, part of our Quaker family. We also acknowledge and respect that there are two distinct
communities involved, with some Friends in both at times, which necessarily see the concerns through
different lenses, with different time scales, and with different priorities and different backgrounds.
Quaker practices of discernment and decision making can guide us in a Spirit-led process toward
understanding and right action.
In the light of our informational meetings and with worshipful consideration and seasoning at two
Meetings for Worship With a Concern for Business, we affirm that we strongly support the Property
Task Group and recommend that it continue forward with the following considerations:
Specific recommendations:
Its membership be composed of Friends and regular attenders of the Quarter currently active in
Monthly Meetings of the Quarter. In addition to including Quaker School Committee members and
Friends from Trustees, Audit and Budget, and the 15th St. Property Committee, members should be
sought from each of the Monthly Meetings.
We suggest that the clerk be from Quarterly Ministry and Counsel to support the meetings being
conducted with conscious and worshipful attention to acting in the manner of Friends.
We offer our support for the committee's regular reports to the Quarter and on-going and regular
meetings with Monthly Meetings, so that Friends will hear about its work and hold its process in the
Light.
We encourage the group to engage with and listen to interested representatives of the school
community, and to engage outside consultants as needed for professional advice and/or technical or
clerical support, to be empowered to address all its concerns without the demand that an expertise
necessarily be available within the group itself.
In addition, to underline the renewed commitment, we respectfully encourage the Property Task Group
to consider adopting a process-focused name, perhaps such as the Property Concerns Committee, as
they undertake this important work.

